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Message: Re: Meeting with Team PLAY 


Case Information: 

Message Type: 
Message Direction: 
Case: 

Capture Date: 

Item ID: 

Policy Action: 


Exchange 

External, Inbound 

GOV_10032017_Search 

10/3/2017 9:43:20 AM 

29387958 

Not Specified 


Q Re: 

Meeting with Team PLAY 

From 

Kathy Thebo 

To 

Spena, Logan 

Cc 

Bridget VanMeans;Bonnie 
Lee;danieljeremiahbaker@gmail.com 

Journal 
Red pie 
nts 

Logan.Spena@governor.mo.gov 


Date Monday, April 17, 2017 
3:37 PM 


Thank you so much, Logan! 

This would be perfect! Thank you for getting back to us so quickly. 
We look forward to next Tuesday,April 25! 

Kathy Forck 



Sent from my iPhone Kathy Forck 


On Apr 17, 2017, at 1:02 PM, Spena, Logan < Loaan.Spena@aovernor.mo.aov > wrote: 

Good afternoon, 

I would like to meet with you and other Team PLAY leaders to discuss your concerns about recent 
legislation and Planned Parenthood. Are you available Tuesday, April 25, at 2 pm? 

Thanks, 

Logan Spena 

Deputy Policy Director 

Office of Missouri Governor, Eric Greitens 

201 W Capitol Ave, Room 218 

Jefferson City, MO 65102 
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Message: Re: Meeting with the Governor 


Case Information: 

Message Type: 
Message Direction: 
Case: 

Capture Date: 

Item ID: 

Policy Action: 


Exchange 

External, Inbound 

GOV_10032017_Search 

10/3/2017 9:43:20 AM 

29387959 

Not Specified 


B Re: Meeting with the Governor 


From Kathy Thebo 

To Buxton, Jake 


Date Monday, April 17, 2017 3:45 PM 


Cc 

Journal Jake.Buxton@governor.mo.gov 

Red pie 
nts 

Hi Jake! Thanks so much! Just saw this email. 3PM would've awesome! Thank you!!! 

Sent from my iPhone Kathy Forck 

On Apr 17, 2017, at 12:11 PM, Buxton, Jake < Jake.Buxton@aovernor.mo.aov > wrote: 

Hey Kathy, 

Would tomorrow at 10am or 3pm work for everyone? 

From: Kathy Thebo fmailto:kathythebo@hotmail.com1 

Sent: Monday, April 17, 2017 11:59 AM 

To: Buxton, Jake < Jake.Buxton@governor.mo.gov > 

Subject: Re: Meeting with the Governor 

Hi Jake, 

Thank you so much for getting back with me. We would be so pleased to meet with Will 
Scharf! 

I contacted the others and it looks like we are available this week any time from Tuesday 
through Thursday. Next week is Monday through Wednesday. 

Could you please let me know today if possible the day as Bonnie has to shift some things 
around depending upon the date of the meeting. 

I am leaving town the first couple weeks of May. We are anxious to meet with Will before the 
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end of the month. 
Thanks so much, 
Kathy Forck 



From: Buxton, Jake < Jake.Buxton@governor.mo.gov > 

Sent: Monday, April 17, 2017 7:19:49 AM 
To: 'Kathy Thebo' 

Subject: RE: Meeting with the Governor 
Hi Kathy, 

Thank you for your interest in meeting with the Governor! Unfortunately, due to the legislature and 
the nature of his schedule, the Governor's schedule is very packed for the foreseeable future. 
However, a member of the Governor's policy staff would love the opportunity to meet with you to 
discuss your legislative concerns. Will Scharf, Director of Policy to the Governor, is excited to meet 
with you. If you could let me know some possible dates you will be in the area, I will coordinate with 
Will to schedule it! 

Thanks, 

Jake Buxton 
Deputy Scheduler 


about:blank 


10/18/2017 
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Message: RE: Meeting with the Governor 


Case Information: 

Message Type: 
Message Direction: 
Case: 

Capture Date: 

Item ID: 

Policy Action: 


Exchange 
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GOV_10032017_Search 

10/3/2017 9:43:20 AM 
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B RE: Meeting with the Governor 

From Buxton, Jake Date Monday, April 17, 2017 3:52 PM 
To Scharf, Will 

_ 

She confirmed for 3:00pm. I reserved the 216 conference room for you. 

From: Scharf, Will 

Sent: Monday, April 17, 2017 12:08 PM 

To: Buxton, Jake <Jake.Buxton@governor.mo.gov> 

Subject: RE: Meeting with the Governor 

How about tomorrow at 10am or 3pm? 

From: Buxton, Jake 

Sent: Monday, April 17, 2017 12:08 PM 

To: Scharf, Will < Will.Scharf(5)governor.mo.gov > 

Subject: FW: Meeting with the Governor 

What time would you like to meet? 

From: Kathy Thebo frnailto:kathvthebo@hotmail.coml 

Sent: Monday, April 17, 2017 11:59 AM 

To: Buxton, Jake < Jake.Buxton@governor.mo.gov > 

Subject: Re: Meeting with the Governor 

Hi Jake, 

Thank you so much for getting back with me. We would be so pleased to meet with Will 
Scharf! 

I contacted the others and it looks like we are available this week any time from Tuesday 
through Thursday. Next week is Monday through Wednesday. 
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Could you please let me know today if possible the day as Bonnie has to shift some things 
around depending upon the date of the meeting. 

I am leaving town the first couple weeks of May. We are anxious to meet with Will before the 
end of the month. 

Thanks so much, 

Kathy Forck 



From: Buxton, Jake < Jake. Buxton@governor.mo.gov > 

Sent: Monday, April 17, 2017 7:19:49 AM 
To: 'Kathy Thebo' 

Subject: RE: Meeting with the Governor 
Hi Kathy, 

Thank you for your interest in meeting with the Governor! Unfortunately, due to the legislature and 
the nature of his schedule, the Governor's schedule is very packed for the foreseeable future. 
However, a member of the Governor's policy staff would love the opportunity to meet with you to 
discuss your legislative concerns. Will Scharf, Director of Policy to the Governor, is excited to meet 
with you. If you could let me know some possible dates you will be in the area, I will coordinate with 
Will to schedule it! 

Thanks, 

Jake Buxton 
Deputy Scheduler 
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10/18/2017 
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Message: Re: Meeting with the Governor 


Case Information: 

Message Type: 
Message Direction: 
Case: 

Capture Date: 

Item ID: 

Policy Action: 


Exchange 

External, Inbound 
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10/3/2017 9:43:20 AM 

29387961 

Not Specified 


B Re: Meeting with the Governor 


From Kathy Thebo 

To Buxton, Jake 


Date Monday, April 17, 2017 3:59 PM 


Cc 

Journal Jake.Buxton@governor.mo.gov 

Red pie 
nts 

Hate auto correct. 3PM is on our calendar!!! 

Sent from my iPhone Kathy Forck 

On Apr 17, 2017, at 3:45 PM, Kathy Thebo < kathvthebo@hotmail.com > wrote: 

Hi Jake! Thanks so much! Just saw this email. 3PM would've awesome! Thank you!!! 

Sent from my iPhone Kathy Forck 

On Apr 17, 2017, at 12:11 PM, Buxton, Jake < Jake.Buxton@aovernor.mo.aov > wrote: 

Hey Kathy, 

Would tomorrow at 10am or 3pm work for everyone? 

From: Kathy Thebo [mailto:kathythebo@hotmail.com1 

Sent: Monday, April 17, 2017 11:59 AM 

To: Buxton, Jake < Jake.Buxton@governor.mo.gov > 

Subject: Re: Meeting with the Governor 

Hi Jake, 

Thank you so much for getting back with me. We would be so pleased to meet with Will 
Scharf! 

I contacted the others and it looks like we are available this week any time from Tuesday 
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through Thursday. Next week is Monday through Wednesday. 

Could you please let me know today if possible the day as Bonnie has to shift some things 
around depending upon the date of the meeting. 

I am leaving town the first couple weeks of May. We are anxious to meet with Will before the 
end of the month. 

Thanks so much, 

Kathy Forck 



From: Buxton, Jake < Jake.Buxton@governor.mo.gov > 

Sent: Monday, April 17, 2017 7:19:49 AM 
To: 'Kathy Thebo' 

Subject: RE: Meeting with the Governor 
Hi Kathy, 

Thank you for your interest in meeting with the Governor! Unfortunately, due to the legislature and 
the nature of his schedule, the Governor's schedule is very packed for the foreseeable future. 
However, a member of the Governor's policy staff would love the opportunity to meet with you to 
discuss your legislative concerns. Will Scharf, Director of Policy to the Governor, is excited to meet 
with you. If you could let me know some possible dates you will be in the area, I will coordinate with 
Will to schedule it! 

Thanks, 

Jake Buxton 
Deputy Scheduler 
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Message: RE: Meeting with the Governor 


Case Information: 

Message Type: 
Message Direction: 
Case: 
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Exchange 
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10/3/2017 9:43:20 AM 
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O RE: Meeting with the Governor 

From Buxton, Jake Date Monday, April 17, 2017 3:59 PM 
To 'Kathy Thebo' 

_ 

Great, I let Will know! You can plan to meet him in the Governor's reception (room 216). 

Thanks! 

From: Kathy Thebo [mailto:kathythebo@hotmail.com] 

Sent: Monday, April 17, 2017 3:59 PM 

To: Buxton, Jake <Jake.Buxton@governor.mo.gov> 

Subject: Re: Meeting with the Governor 

Hate auto correct. 3PM is on our calendar!!! 

Sent from my iPhone Kathy Forck 

On Apr 17, 2017, at 3:45 PM, Kathy Thebo < kathvthebo@hotmail.com > wrote: 

Hi Jake! Thanks so much! Just saw this email. 3PM would've awesome! Thank you!!! 
Sent from my iPhone Kathy Forck 

On Apr 17, 2017, at 12:11 PM, Buxton, Jake < Jake.Buxton@governor.mo.gov > wrote: 

Hey Kathy, 

Would tomorrow at 10am or 3pm work for everyone? 

From: Kathy Thebo rmailto:kathvthebo@hotmail.com1 

Sent: Monday, April 17, 2017 11:59 AM 

To: Buxton, Jake < Jake.Buxton@governor.mo.gov > 

Subject: Re: Meeting with the Governor 
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Hi Jake, 

Thank you so much for getting back with me. We would be so pleased to meet with Will 
Scharf! 

I contacted the others and it looks like we are available this week any time from Tuesday 
through Thursday. Next week is Monday through Wednesday. 

Could you please let me know today if possible the day as Bonnie has to shift some things 
around depending upon the date of the meeting. 

I am leaving town the first couple weeks of May. We are anxious to meet with Will before the 
end of the month. 

Thanks so much, 


Kathy Forck 



From: Buxton, Jake < Jake.Buxton@governor.mo.gov > 

Sent: Monday, April 17, 2017 7:19:49 AM 
To: 'Kathy Thebo' 

Subject: RE: Meeting with the Governor 
Hi Kathy, 

Thank you for your interest in meeting with the Governor! Unfortunately, due to the legislature and 
the nature of his schedule, the Governor's schedule is very packed for the foreseeable future. 
However, a member of the Governor's policy staff would love the opportunity to meet with you to 
discuss your legislative concerns. Will Scharf, Director of Policy to the Governor, is excited to meet 
with you. If you could let me know some possible dates you will be in the area, I will coordinate with 
Will to schedule it! 

Thanks, 

Jake Buxton 
Deputy Scheduler 


about:blank 


10/18/2017 
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Message: Re: Meeting with the Governor 


Case Information: 

Message Type: 
Message Direction: 
Case: 

Capture Date: 

Item ID: 

Policy Action: 


Exchange 

External, Inbound 

GOV_10032017_Search 

10/3/2017 9:43:20 AM 

29387963 

Not Specified 


B Re: Meeting with the Governor 


From Kathy Thebo 

To Buxton, Jake 


Date Monday, April 17, 2017 4:20 PM 


Cc 

Journal Jake.Buxton@governor.mo.gov 

Red pie 
nts 

Ok! Thank you again!! 

Sent from my iPhone Kathy Forck 

On Apr 17, 2017, at 3:59 PM, Buxton, Jake < Jake.Buxton@aovernor.mo.aov > wrote: 
Great, I let Will know! You can plan to meet him in the Governor's reception (room 216). 
Thanks! 

From: Kathy Thebo fmailto:kathvthebo@hotmail.coml 

Sent: Monday, April 17, 2017 3:59 PM 

To: Buxton, Jake < Jake.Buxton@governor.mo.gov > 

Subject: Re: Meeting with the Governor 

Hate auto correct. 3PM is on our calendar!!! 

Sent from my iPhone Kathy Forck 

On Apr 17, 2017, at 3:45 PM, Kathy Thebo < kathythebo@hotmail.com > wrote: 

Hi Jake! Thanks so much! Just saw this email. 3PM would've awesome! Thank you!!! 
Sent from my iPhone Kathy Forck 

On Apr 17, 2017, at 12:11 PM, Buxton, Jake < Jake.Buxton@governor.mo.gov > wrote: 
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Hey Kathy, 

Would tomorrow at 10am or 3pm work for everyone? 

From: Kathy Thebo fmailto:kathythebo@hotmail.coml 

Sent: Monday, April 17, 2017 11:59 AM 

To: Buxton, Jake < Jake.Buxton@governor.mo.gov > 

Subject: Re: Meeting with the Governor 

Hi Jake, 

Thank you so much for getting back with me. We would be so pleased to meet with Will 
Scharf! 

I contacted the others and it looks like we are available this week any time from Tuesday 
through Thursday. Next week is Monday through Wednesday. 

Could you please let me know today if possible the day as Bonnie has to shift some things 
around depending upon the date of the meeting. 

I am leaving town the first couple weeks of May. We are anxious to meet with Will before the 
end of the month. 

Thanks so much, 


Kathy Forck 



From: Buxton, Jake < Jake.Buxton@governor.mo.gov > 

Sent: Monday, April 17, 2017 7:19:49 AM 
To: 'Kathy Thebo' 

Subject: RE: Meeting with the Governor 
Hi Kathy, 

Thank you for your interest in meeting with the Governor! Unfortunately, due to the legislature and 
the nature of his schedule, the Governor's schedule is very packed for the foreseeable future. 
However, a member of the Governor's policy staff would love the opportunity to meet with you to 
discuss your legislative concerns. Will Scharf, Director of Policy to the Governor, is excited to meet 
with you. If you could let me know some possible dates you will be in the area, I will coordinate with 
Will to schedule it! 

Thanks, 

Jake Buxton 
Deputy Scheduler 
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Message: Re: Religious Liberty in Missouri Interview 


Case Information: 

Message Type: 
Message Direction: 
Case: 

Capture Date: 

Item ID: 

Policy Action: 


Exchange 

External, Inbound 

GOV_10032017_Search 

10/3/2017 9:43:20 AM 

29387964 

Not Specified 


B Re: Religious Liberty in Missouri Interview 


From Taylor Walters 

To Briden, Parker 


Date Tuesday, April 18, 2017 7:49 AM 


Cc 

Journal parker.briden@governor.mo.gov 

Red pie 
nts 

Hello Parker, 

Thanks so much for reaching out. Laura is on vacation this week, but if you are interested we 
could definitely set something up with our guest hosts. Does tomorrow at 10:35 or 11:35 work for 


you? 


Thanks, 


Taylor 


On Mon, Apr 17, 2017 at 9:51 AM, Briden, Parker < Darker.briden@aovernor.mo.aov > wrote: 

Some more context from The Daily Caller here: http://dailycaller.com/2017/04/14/a-preiudiced- 
policv-missouri-gov-tells-us-why-hes-reversing-anti-religious-policy-at-heart-of-scotus-case/ 

From: Briden, Parker 

Sent: Monday, April 17, 2017 8:50 AM 

To: ' taylor.lauraingraham@gmail.com ' < taylor.lauraingraham@gmail.com > 

Subject: Religious Liberty in Missouri Interview 


Hi Taylor, 


I don't know if you saw the following news, but Governor Greitens would love to talk with Laura 
about this sometime this week if she is available. 

Parker Briden 


For Immediate Release 

Contact: Parker Briden (573) 691-9237 
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April 13, 2017 

Governor Greitens Announces New Policy to Defend Religious 

Freedom 

Today, Governor Greitens announced that his administration is reversing 
policies that previously discriminated against religious organizations. 

"Before we came into office, government bureaucrats were under orders 
to deny grants to people of faith who wanted to do things like make 
community playgrounds for kids... That's just wrong... We have hundreds 
of outstanding religious organizations all over the state of Missouri who are 
doing great work on behalf of kids and families every single day. We 
should be encouraging that work. So, today we are changing that 
prejudiced policy," said Greitens. 

Before the Greitens administration took office, the Missouri Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR) denied religious organizations access to multiple 
state grant programs, just because the organizations were religious. 

Governor Greitens has instructed the Department of Natural Resources to 
allow religious organizations to apply for and be eligible to receive DNR 
grants. Now, religious organizations will have their applications judged on 
the merits like any other applicant. DNR will also update its application 
materials, so that religious organizations are no longer prohibited from 
applying. 

The move is being praised by leaders in the faith community. 

"We applaud the Governor's move to make sure these non-sectarian DNR 
grants and programs are available to all children without religious 
discrimination," said Mike Hoey, Executive Director of the Missouri Catholic 
Conference, the public policy agency for the Catholic Church in 
Missouri. "The education and safety of our children should be considered 
foremost in these grant programs, not the type of school the children 
attend." 

"Governor Greitens 'gets' what our Founding Fathers understood: that faith 
is an integral part of our national identity. There are common places where 
people of faith and state can work together to accomplish the common 
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good such as safety, education, rehab, foster/orphan care, and other 
contexts where qualified religious organizations meet and, in most cases, 
exceed the state requirements," said Dr. John Yeats, Executive Director of 
the Missouri Baptist Convention. 

"We applaud Governor Greitens for his actions today, which we believe will 
benefit all Missouri children, regardless of where they attend school. Like 
all Missourians, we want better and safer schools for our children. Through 
the implementation of this policy, the Governor is making that happen," 
said Daniel Lefton, President, Board of Trustees, Epstein Hebrew Academy. 

Under the old policy, DNR denied a request from a preschool, owned by a 
Columbia church, for a Scrap Tire Surface Material Grant to replace its 
playground surface. The case, brought by Trinity Lutheran, is pending 
before the United States Supreme Court. 

According to The Washington Times. "A playground spat over surfacing 
made out of scrap tires is looming as a pivotal church-state separation 
case, one that religious freedom advocates say could provide relief from 
what they see as government hostility toward faith." 

Today's action by Governor Greitens is not expected to affect the Trinity 
Lutheran case before the Supreme Court because that case involves a 
2012 DNR decision that became final years before the Greitens 
administration took office. It does ensure that future groups will not be 
discriminated against based on religion again. 

Under the previous administration, DNR required many grant applicants to 
certify that they were not religious organizations. For example, the 
previous Playground Scrap Tire Surface Material Grant Application Form 
required applicants to certify that: 

"The applicant is not owned or controlled by a church, sect, or 
denomination of religions and the grant would not directly aid any 
church, sect or denomination of religion." 

Some religious organizations applied anyway. DNR denied grants to 
religious organization applicants in at least four different grant programs: 
Scrap Tire Surface Material Grant Program (playground surfaces); Bus 
Grant Program (school field trip transportation); Cost-Share Program 
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(erosion control); and Solid Waste Management District Grants (recycling 
efforts). 

In 2016, 65 schools applied to DNR to fund field trips to state parks. DNR 
granted 62 applications. The only three applications not granted came 
from religious schools: St. Joseph School in Westphalia, Christ Church 
Christian School in Warrensburg, and St. James Catholic School in Liberty. 
The last administration left these three applications pending. Governor 
Greitens has instructed DNR to move forward with these applications like 
any other. 

### 


Taylor Walters 

Production Assistant, The Laura Ingraham Show 

e: ingraham@gmail.com 

www.lauraingraham.com 
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Message: Re: Religious Liberty in Missouri Interview 


Case Information: 

Message Type: 
Message Direction: 
Case: 

Capture Date: 

Item ID: 

Policy Action: 


Exchange 

External, Inbound 

GOV_10032017_Search 

10/3/2017 9:43:20 AM 

29387965 

Not Specified 


B Re: Religious Liberty in Missouri Interview 


From Taylor Walters 

To Briden, Parker 


Date Tuesday, April 18, 2017 10:36 AM 


Cc 

Journal parker.briden@governor.mo.gov 

Red pie 
nts 


Could do 9:35 am EST also 

On Tue, Apr 18, 2017 at 8:48 AM, Taylor Walters < tavlor.laurainaraham@amail.com > wrote: 

Hello Parker, 

Thanks so much for reaching out. Laura is on vacation this week, but if you are interested we 
could definitely set something up with our guest hosts. Does tomorrow at 10:35 or 11:35 work 
for you? 


Thanks, 


Taylor 


On Mon, Apr 17, 2017 at 9:51 AM, Briden, Parker < Darker.briden@qovernor.mo.qov > wrote: 

Some more context from The Daily Caller here: http://dailycaller.com/2017/04/14/a-preiudiced- 
policy-missouri-gov-tells-us-why-hes-reversing-anti-religious-policv-at-heart-of-scotus-case/ 

From: Briden, Parker 

Sent: Monday, April 17, 2017 8:50 AM 

To: ' taylor.lauraingraham@gmail.com ' < taylor.lauraingraham@gmail.com > 

Subject: Religious Liberty in Missouri Interview 


Hi Taylor, 


I don't know if you saw the following news, but Governor Greitens would love to talk with Laura 
about this sometime this week if she is available. 

Parker Briden 
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For Immediate Release 

Contact: Parker Briden (573) 691-9237 
April 13, 2017 

Governor Greitens Announces New Policy to Defend Religious 

Freedom 

Today, Governor Greitens announced that his administration is reversing 
policies that previously discriminated against religious organizations. 

"Before we came into office, government bureaucrats were under orders 
to deny grants to people of faith who wanted to do things like make 
community playgrounds for kids... That's just wrong... We have hundreds 
of outstanding religious organizations all over the state of Missouri who 
are doing great work on behalf of kids and families every single day. We 
should be encouraging that work. So, today we are changing that 
prejudiced policy," said Greitens. 

Before the Greitens administration took office, the Missouri Department 
of Natural Resources (DNR) denied religious organizations access to 
multiple state grant programs, just because the organizations were 
religious. 

Governor Greitens has instructed the Department of Natural Resources to 
allow religious organizations to apply for and be eligible to receive DNR 
grants. Now, religious organizations will have their applications judged on 
the merits like any other applicant. DNR will also update its application 
materials, so that religious organizations are no longer prohibited from 
applying. 

The move is being praised by leaders in the faith community. 

"We applaud the Governor's move to make sure these non-sectarian DNR 
grants and programs are available to all children without religious 
discrimination," said Mike Hoey, Executive Director of the Missouri 
Catholic Conference, the public policy agency for the Catholic Church in 
Missouri. "The education and safety of our children should be considered 
foremost in these grant programs, not the type of school the children 
attend." 

"Governor Greitens 'gets' what our Founding Fathers understood: that 
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faith is an integral part of our national identity. There are common places 
where people of faith and state can work together to accomplish the 
common good such as safety, education, rehab, foster/orphan care, and 
other contexts where qualified religious organizations meet and, in most 
cases, exceed the state requirements," said Dr. John Yeats, Executive 
Director of the Missouri Baptist Convention. 

"We applaud Governor Greitens for his actions today, which we believe 
will benefit all Missouri children, regardless of where they attend school. 
Like all Missourians, we want better and safer schools for our children. 
Through the implementation of this policy, the Governor is making that 
happen," said Daniel Lefton, President, Board of Trustees, Epstein 
Hebrew Academy. 

Under the old policy, DNR denied a request from a preschool, owned by 
a Columbia church, for a Scrap Tire Surface Material Grant to replace its 
playground surface. The case, brought by Trinity Lutheran, is pending 
before the United States Supreme Court. 

According to The Washington Times. "A playground spat over surfacing 
made out of scrap tires is looming as a pivotal church-state separation 
case, one that religious freedom advocates say could provide relief from 
what they see as government hostility toward faith." 

Today's action by Governor Greitens is not expected to affect the Trinity 
Lutheran case, before the Supreme Court because that case involves a 
2012 DNR decision that became final years before the Greitens 
administration took office. It does ensure that future groups will not be 
discriminated against based on religion again. 

Under the previous administration, DNR required many grant applicants 
to certify that they were not religious organizations. For example, the 
previous Playground Scrap Tire Surface Material Grant Application Form 
required applicants to certify that: 

"The applicant is not owned or controlled by a church, sect, or 
denomination of religions and the grant would not directly aid 
any church, sect or denomination of religion." 

Some religious organizations applied anyway. DNR denied grants to 
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religious organization applicants in at least four different grant programs: 
Scrap Tire Surface Material Grant Program (playground surfaces); Bus 
Grant Program (school field trip transportation); Cost-Share Program 
(erosion control); and Solid Waste Management District Grants (recycling 
efforts). 

In 2016, 65 schools applied to DNR to fund field trips to state parks. DNR 
granted 62 applications. The only three applications not granted came 
from religious schools: St. Joseph School in Westphalia, Christ Church 
Christian School in Warrensburg, and St. James Catholic School in 
Liberty. The last administration left these three applications pending. 
Governor Greitens has instructed DNR to move forward with these 
applications like any other. 

### 


Taylor Walters 

Production Assistant, The Laura Ingraham Show 

ingraham@gmail.com 

www.lauraingraham.com 


Taylor Walters 

Production Assistant, The Laura Ingraham Show 

e: ingraham@gmail. com 

www.lauraingraham.com 
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Message: Re: Governor Greitens Announces New Policy to Defend Religious Freedom 


Case Information: 

Message Type: 
Message Direction: 
Case: 

Capture Date: 

Item ID: 

Policy Action: 


Exchange 

External, Inbound 

GOV_10032017_Search 

10/3/2017 9:43:20 AM 

29387966 

Not Specified 


B Re: Governor Greitens Announces New Policy to Defend Religious Freedom 

From Katie Greathouse Date Tuesday, April 18, 2017 2:00 PM 

To Briden, Parker 

Cc 

Journal parker.briden@governor.mo.gov 

Red pie 
nts 

Hi Parker! 

Do you know if there will be any on camera interview opportunities regarding this topic? 

Thanks, 

Katie 

-Original Message- 

From: "parker briden" <parker.briden@govemor mo.gov> 

Sent: Thursday, April 13,2017 4:28:55 PM 

Subject: Governor Greitens Announces New Policy to Defend Religious Freedom 

For Immediate Release 

Contact: Parker Briden (573) 691-9237 

April 13,2017 

Governor Greitens Announces New Policy to Defend Religious Freedom 

Today, Governor Greitens announced< https://www.facebook.com/EricGreitens/videos/10155199351954747/ > 

that his administration is reversing policies that previously discriminated against religious organizations. 

"Before we came into office, government bureaucrats were under orders to deny grants to people of faith who 
wanted to do things like make community playgrounds for kids... That’s just wrong... We have hundreds of 
outstanding religious organizations all over the state of Missouri who are doing great work on behalf of kids and 
families every single day. We should be encouraging that work. So, today we are changing that prejudiced 
policy," said Greitens. 

Before the Greitens administration took office, the Missouri Department of Natural Resources (DNR) denied 
religious organizations access to multiple state grant programs, just because the organizations were religious. 

Governor Greitens has instructed the Department of Natural Resources to allow religious organizations to apply 
for and be eligible to receive DNR grants. Now, religious organizations will have their applications judged on the 
merits like any other applicant. DNR will also update its application materials, so that religious organizations are 
no longer prohibited from applying. 

The move is being praised by leaders in the faith community. 
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"We applaud the Governor's move to make sure these non-sectarian DNR grants and programs are available to all 
children without religious discrimination," said Mike Hoey, Executive Director of the Missouri Catholic 
Conference, the public policy agency for the Catholic Church in Missouri. "The education and safety of our 
children should be considered foremost in these grant programs, not the type of school the children attend." 

"Governor Greitens 'gets' what our Founding Fathers understood: that faith is an integral part of our national 
identity. There are common places where people of faith and state can work together to accomplish the common 
good such as safety, education, rehab, foster/orphan care, and other contexts where qualified religious 
organizations meet and, in most cases, exceed the state requirements," said Dr. John Yeats, Executive Director of 
the Missouri Baptist Convention. 

"We applaud Governor Greitens for his actions today, which we believe will benefit all Missouri children, 
regardless of where they attend school. Like all Missourians, we want better and safer schools for our children. 
Through the implementation of this policy, the Governor is making that happen," said Daniel Lefton, President, 
Board of Trustees, Epstein Hebrew Academy. 

Under the old policy, DNR denied a request from a preschool, owned by a Columbia church, for a Scrap Tire 
Surface Material Grant to replace its playground surface. The case, brought by Trinity Lutheran, is pending before 
the United States Supreme Court. 

According to The Washington Times< http://spamaway npgco.com/canit/urlproxv.php? 
q=aHR0cDovL3d3dv53YXNoaW5ndG9udGltZXMuY29tL251d3MvMiAxNi9aYW4vMiAvdHJpbml0eSlsdXRo 

ZXJhbi 1 iaHVvY2gtdi 1 wYXVsZXktbG9vbXMtYXMta2V5LWNodXIv& r=YmFzZ0%3D% 

3D& s=bmV3cOBrbW16LmNvbO%3D%3D >, "A playground spat over surfacing made out of scrap tires is 
looming as a pivotal church-state separation case, one that religious freedom advocates say could provide relief 
from what they see as government hostility toward faith." 

Today's action by Governor Greitens is not expected to affect the Trinity Lutheran case before the Supreme Court 
because that case involves a 2012 DNR decision that became final years before the Greitens administration took 
office. It does ensure that future groups will not be discriminated against based on religion again. 

Under the previous administration, DNR required many grant applicants to certify that they were not religious 
organizations. For example, the previous Playground Scrap Tire Surface Material Grant Application Form 
required applicants to certify that: 


"The applicant is not owned or controlled by a church, sect, or denomination of religions and the grant would not 
directly aid any church, sect or denomination of religion." 

Some religious organizations applied anyway. DNR denied grants to religious organization applicants in at least 
four different grant programs: Scrap Tire Surface Material Grant Program (playground surfaces); Bus Grant 
Program (school field trip transportation); Cost-Share Program (erosion control); and Solid Waste Management 
District Grants (recycling efforts). 

In 2016, 65 schools applied to DNR to fund field trips to state parks. DNR granted 62 applications. The only three 
applications not granted came from religious schools: St. Joseph School in Westphalia, Christ Church Christian 
School in Warrensburg, and St. James Catholic School in Liberty. The last administration left these three 
applications pending. Governor Greitens has instructed DNR to move forward with these applications like any 
other. 
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B Re: Governor Greitens Announces New Policy to Defend Religious Freedom 

From slaternews-at-socket.net Date Tuesday, April 18, 2017 4:05 PM 

To Briden, Parker 

Cc 

Journal parker.briden@governor.mo.gov 

Red pie 
nts 

Hi Parker, 

We seem to be publishing numerous articles of Governor Greitens. So many so that it's 
time for us to made a special heading for him. Can you email me photo (head shot) so 
we can make up a heading? I would really appreciate it. 

I really like what our new Governor is doing and the changes he is making. Long overdue. 

Respectfully, 

Jean E. Black, Publisher/Editor 
Slater Main Street News 

On Apr 13, 2017, at 4:28 PM, "Briden, Parker" < Darker.briden@aovemor.mo.aov > wrote: 


For Immediate Release 

Contact: Parker Briden (573) 691-9237 
April 13,2017 

Governor Greitens Announces New Policy to Defend 

Religious Freedom 

Today, Governor Greitens announced that his administration is 
reversing policies that previously discriminated against religious 
organizations. 

"Before we came into office, government bureaucrats were under 
orders to deny grants to people of faith who wanted to do things 
like make community playgrounds for kids... That's just wrong... 
We have hundreds of outstanding religious organizations all over 
the state of Missouri who are doing great work on behalf of kids 
and families every single day. We should be encouraging that 
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work. So, today we are changing that prejudiced policy," said 
Greitens. 

Before the Greitens administration took office, the Missouri 
Department of Natural Resources (DNR) denied religious 
organizations access to multiple state grant programs, just 
because the organizations were religious. 

Governor Greitens has instructed the Department of Natural 
Resources to allow religious organizations to apply for and be 
eligible to receive DNR grants. Now, religious organizations will 
have their applications judged on the merits like any other 
applicant. DNR will also update its application materials, so that 
religious organizations are no longer prohibited from applying. 

The move is being praised by leaders in the faith community. 

"We applaud the Governor's move to make sure these non¬ 
sectarian DNR grants and programs are available to all children 
without religious discrimination," said Mike Hoey, Executive 
Director of the Missouri Catholic Conference, the public policy 
agency for the Catholic Church in Missouri. "The education and 
safety of our children should be considered foremost in these 
grant programs, not the type of school the children attend." 

"Governor Greitens 'gets' what our Founding Fathers understood: 
that faith is an integral part of our national identity. There are 
common places where people of faith and state can work together 
to accomplish the common good such as safety, education, rehab, 
foster/orphan care, and other contexts where qualified religious 
organizations meet and, in most cases, exceed the state 
requirements," said Dr. John Yeats, Executive Director of the 
Missouri Baptist Convention. 

"We applaud Governor Greitens for his actions today, which we 
believe will benefit all Missouri children, regardless of where they 
attend school. Like all Missourians, we want better and safer 
schools for our children. Through the implementation of this 
policy, the Governor is making that happen," said Daniel Lefton, 
President, Board of Trustees, Epstein Hebrew Academy. 
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Under the old policy, DNR denied a request from a preschool, 
owned by a Columbia church, for a Scrap Tire Surface Material 
Grant to replace its playground surface. The case, brought by 
Trinity Lutheran, is pending before the United States Supreme 
Court. 

According to The Washington Times. "A playground spat over 
surfacing made out of scrap tires is looming as a pivotal church- 
state separation case, one that religious freedom advocates say 
could provide relief from what they see as government hostility 
toward faith." 

Today's action by Governor Greitens is not expected to affect 
the Trinity Lutheran case before the Supreme Court because that 
case involves a 2012 DNR decision that became final years before 
the Greitens administration took office. It does ensure that future 
groups will not be discriminated against based on religion again. 

Under the previous administration, DNR required many grant 
applicants to certify that they were not religious organizations. For 
example, the previous Playground Scrap Tire Surface Material 
Grant Application Form required applicants to certify that: 

"The applicant is not owned or controlled by a church, 
sect, or denomination of religions and the grant would 
not directly aid any church, sect or denomination of 
religion." 

Some religious organizations applied anyway. DNR denied grants 
to religious organization applicants in at least four different grant 
programs: Scrap Tire Surface Material Grant Program (playground 
surfaces); Bus Grant Program (school field trip transportation); 
Cost-Share Program (erosion control); and Solid Waste 
Management District Grants (recycling efforts). 

In 2016, 65 schools applied to DNR to fund field trips to state 
parks. DNR granted 62 applications. The only three applications 
not granted came from religious schools: St. Joseph School in 
Westphalia, Christ Church Christian School in Warrensburg, and 
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St. James Catholic School in Liberty. The last administration left 
these three applications pending. Governor Greitens has 
instructed DNR to move forward with these applications like any 
other. 
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